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T Transnitting Comment of British Police Mission on Preposed

- There is enelesed a copy of a letter dated Octeber 16, 1951, =

frem Sir Charles Wiekham, in which the chief of the British Pelice

‘Mission gomments on the proposed EPEK-Liberal clemsmey program. =

' Attached 15 his comment are the latest statistica em the mbers

0f leftist prisoners and exiles. The ‘translation of the glemeney
pregram itselfl was transmitted to the Department with the despatek

‘ander reference. . . Bk i

- 1% would sppear that in general the British Polics Miesion
-dees not disapprove of the program as it mnow stands. Its misgivi
%mﬁaing soncerned with how the program is earried out and by
whon 1t will be administered. . _ .

o Frem the stasistice supplied by the Pelice Nission, whieh are
sonsiderably more wp to date than those which have bean avallable
%9 the Embassy, it will be seen that rigeners serving sentences s
of five years er less and thus eligible for immediate releaas mumbe:
~we:Less than 800 of a tetal of more than 15,000 leftist prisoners. -
.4The latter figure shows a considerable reduction over o few mowths
w Age, probably largely due %o the workings of Emergency law 150h.)}
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R mm ﬁr mm ne a eepy of the promcd leni.eney mea~
S mm 3% dees not say whether these are limited to cases frem o
.- 1948 ouwards or whether they are to cover all cases back $¢ ths o

Phi mx&m inglusiyse, Alm there i: no mention af those .
~o-#waiting trial the mwmber being about 850, ever 200 of whom are o
ST e tm trial for offemces against nn or of the rthun which By
ihm mauren m.:. bear 0 prwim; legislation on the subjest. =

Ty o x think that a reduetion in the prison and -
tion 1s desirable but in their presest nmr mm
!’m :lt u ws sasy to e to uhat exient the p ' {
‘a':,hhm:vmshorm;r able te the mon-e
fresks as & whole: :hm,u slwan e risk of gn a&htien |
5% releanss ¥ of those with long sentences whigh
Deputies may Jdepend upon the sonfidence
he indi.ﬁ&mh appcinud tsa uhe miaua Mm- will

‘:, m m natu on the nﬁm hudiws

" ,'_‘;f“'?ht dﬁsnticm of 41l thess has been under gonstant
a I think the main condition for release has
<hlw ﬁhﬁ& $he depertes the declaration |
- sommunism, So long as ti reminsldonh:irm
.:wuﬁmble mer will sign,

©{3)  This means that the :gortte; will have te obtain their

Y swn accemmodation on the Islands to which they will be
sent which is not fepular with the inhabitants even if
the acgommedstion available and, of ecourse, it gives
them a wider field for propaganda. It sperates wp te &

, o . [ . _] L
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=2= Encl. #FATHENS 571 Oet 17, 1951

ﬂndwafr:unt cunds.tions the abolision i:r ‘special Courts
-

Marts desirable provided that &Y new cases whigh

- may arise will be tried quickly. Delay in the Civil

Courts was sne of the chief esuses of eriticism in the
- Past, ' -

Depends on the modificstions.

)

Pe
  £1}..{23§3}' I think this is desirable. I suspect that the power

2.

| S———

e oo ghould be ne objsetion.

¥e comment.

The mumber invelved is about 900 presuming that the ,
translation should read, "up to five years inclusive",
Provided that the Committees are well selevted there

- The mumber involved is about 6,200, This is getting
on Lo more delicate greund and until the procedure

- is elaborated in greater detail and the relstion
between the Courts and the Special Committess clarified
it 1s net pessivle to form amy opinion on i%. It i
mot clear whether the review by the Courts 1s selely to

. declds on releass or to imclude soms lesser mitigation

e of sentence.
5

A necessary safeguard,

I deubt the desirability of all those released being
- ¥equired to reside in their home town or village where
their presence might be resent ed. It might be better
- %o allew some latituds,

W ebjestion, Clearly it is essible to carry ous
&ll emtstanding death sentences.

No ecomment .
h!ﬁ t‘z G.rtif&ﬁagetﬂ
$0 issue Certificates bas been abused im the past.

|
There has been a progressive improvement in the conduet ’
of these units sinee they were formed though thers is -
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=3= Enel, 1 ATHENS 571 Qet 171; 1951 }

mn tw mich inpmpor use of firearms and carslenane
#l« ing th oExds have a definite value an “
rebeilion 2 thtr help to satisfly the demands that i
- Yhe State Forces cannot protect the villagess then the
mw should be enabled te protect themselves.

It ﬁl M sible to have geadarmes in svery town
ums the strength was very much immnd:“

m i,t 3% nesessary certainly in pesce-time. In the

ovent of war the T.E.A. would have a value 85 & lecal
- Home Quard. As an alternative to abolishwens it wighs
e worth conaiderasion to retain the Force M Army
#omtrel and endesveur to improve its o s .
#isgipline and control. It should -them be non~eperatio:
exeept when called out sither in vhoh or in pe rt. T
arne gﬁﬁd be withdr-m and atm-ad

| : ‘“”M mﬂ \'hin mu o mips.egm g .

ours siacarely,

.. Wickham

RS .
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OF LEFT WING ORFEK PRISON POPULATION ON 1,981 =
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NOTE: 1A' Awailting trial fer of fences against life
‘ YB¥ Awaiting trial fer other offsnced.
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